
Argumentative Essay 

Joint Family VS Nuclear Family 

      Outline 

Introduction: Thesis Statement: If we consider the different dimensions of these two types of families, 
we can claim that joint families are better than nuclear families because they are more efficient 
economically, socially, and culturally.  

Developmental Paragraphs: DP1 (Topic Sentence): Firstly, joint families have better economic 
efficiency than nuclear families. 

DP2 (Topic Sentence): Secondly, growing up in a joint family allows the members to develop social 
bonds in a stronger way. 

DP3 (Topic Sentence): Thirdly, cultural literacy is more prevalent among joint families. 

Refutation Paragraph: Nuclear families also suffer from a lack of socializing skills, less emotional 
support, and financial uncertainty.  

Conclusion: Concluding Line: Therefore, considering the macrocosmic effects on society, it can be 
stated that joint families are better than nuclear families in many ways.  

 

 

Family is an essential institution of the society. People having ties by blood or marriage are considered 
as family members. A family is a social unit consisting of parents and their children, considered as a 
group, whether dwelling together or not. Depending on how many family members are dwelling 
together, types of families can be divided into joint families (that have two or more generations) and 
nuclear families (that have just one generation) living together. If we consider the different 
dimensions of these two types of families, we can claim that joint families are better than nuclear 
families because they are more efficient economically, socially, and culturally.  

Firstly, joint families have better economic efficiency than nuclear families. Joint families usually have 
more than two earning persons. In a joint family, when one member of the family is facing financial 
hardship, the other members can ease the burden by increasing his/her contribution for the time 
being. In making investments, joint family members can think of bigger investment options, which has 
a positive effect on the economy. Thus, joint families definitely have better financial competence.  

Secondly, growing up in joint families allow the members to develop social bonds in a stronger way. 
For example, children of joint families portray a better relationship with their siblings, cousins, and 
extended family members. The constant companionship and shared experiences create a deep sense 
of belonging and connection. Overall, it helps with building interpersonal relationships in every sphere 
of their lives, with sympathy and empathy, of course.   

Thirdly, cultural literacy is more prevalent among joint families. Culture is something that is passed on 
through learning from one generation to another. When young members of a joint family reside 
closely with senior members (e.g. grandparents), they share views, beliefs, expectations, practices, 
etc. with each other. Moreover, every culture has a set of rules, beliefs, and expectations. These are 
learned by a child from their senior family members, and this experience gets smoother if they belong 
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to a joint family. In this way, if a family is culturally sound and alive, the whole nation automatically 
steps ahead.  

However, opposing views claim that there are some advantages of nuclear families as well. In nuclear 
families, the earning member/members can make quick and independent financial decisions based 
solely on their personal needs and ambitions. Members of joint families may be collectively more 
financially solvent, but they lack freedom because they have to spend according to the unanimous 
decisions of all the earning members involved. On the other hand, nuclear family members also have 
more privacy in their day-to-day activities. This allows them to plan and lead their lives in an organized 
manner. Unlike joint families, members of a nuclear family do not have to worry whether the rest of 
the family approves of their activities or not. Children of nuclear families grow to be self-dependent 
and confident as they have to solve their problems by themselves. However, sometimes too much 
independence at a young age may have disastrous circumstances. Busy parents of nuclear families 
often fail to notice if their children are getting addicted to drugs and alcohol through the influence of 
friends. Since they spend a considerable amount of time alone, children of nuclear families are also 
susceptible to being victims of cybercrime. Nuclear families also suffer from a lack of socializing skills, 
less emotional support, and financial uncertainty.  

Therefore, after introspectively examining both advantages and disadvantages of both types of 
families, it can certainly be asserted that nuclear families encounter more risks. While nuclear families 
are compact icons of individuality, joint families are exemplary institutions promoting principles of 
sharing and caring. The unwavering unity prevalent among the joint family members provides a strong 
economic and social identity in society while enhancing the cultural orientation of children through 
varied interactions with older members of the family. Therefore, considering the macrocosmic effects 
on society, it can be stated that joint families are better than nuclear families in many ways.  
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