
Basic Building Plumbing



Types of plumbing systems used in building
Types of pipes used for water supply in plumbing works

•Direct Water Supply System
• Indirect Water Supply system





























Plumbing Traps































•A soil pipe is a pipe that conveys sewage or wastewater reliably, 
either from the toilet or sink to a soil drain or sewer. 
• It transports the waste from your bathroom, toilet and sink on the 

upper floor of your home to the underground drainage system. 
However, this can be a smelly job which is why you must make sure 
that you choose vented soil pipes.

https://www.totalpipes.co.uk/soil-waste.html


•a soil pipe is for soiled water. This type of pipe will carry water and 
solids into the sewer. While any pipe could physically perform the 
task, the soil pipe, also known as a soil vent pipe, as installed in most 
homes has a specific quality. First, it is of a dimension to allow solid 
waste to pass. Second, it is vented in a very specific way to maintain a 
safe environment and reduce odors. Soil pipes are vented high at the 
top or near to the top of a building, thanks to soil pipe stacks, to allow 
gases produced by waste to vent safely into the atmosphere. Such 
gases can be harmful to health so venting them high keeps them out 
of the way. This is a vital feature of soil pipes and it forms part of 
building regulations too.

https://www.drainagesuperstore.co.uk/browse/soil-and-waste/plastic-soil-pipes.html


•A waste pipe is often a smaller diameter pipe that carries waste water 
from your sinks, washing machine, shower, bath and any other 
appliance you may have that uses water. It can be narrower than a 
soil pipe as the waste pipe is only designed to carry water. It also 
doesn’t need the same venting system as a soil pipe. Wastewater 
does not typically generate harmful gas so does not need to be 
vented high above ground level.

https://www.drainagesuperstore.co.uk/browse/plumbing/plastic-waste-pipes.html


•The soil stack is the 
large-diameter main 
vertical waste pipe or 
building drain, or vertical 
portion of the "main drain" 
in the building. ... 
The waste stack 
pipe shown in the sketch 
refers to any other vertical 
drain piping in the building 
that does not 
carry soil (sewage) from a 
sanitary fixture (toilet).



•a vent pipe: pipe above a waste pipe or soil pipe that allows gas to 
escape from the system.


